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Inspirational Quote
“Individuals closest to the problems are closest to the 

solutions, but often farthest from the resources” 
- Unknown

“Your organizational budget on 
family/community engagement 

is your policy statement” 
- Eileen Forlenza, “Activating Causal Leadership”



Examples of Community-Driven, 

Relational Health Improvement, & Interagency Efforts:



Why is this important?
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= The seed of generational adversity is the prolonged activation of stress response systems in the 

absence of protective relationships; toxic stress; relational poverty.

What is the root cause of generational adversities and health inequities?
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Unaddressed Adversities impact long-term Health Problems



Why is this important?
Families across Oklahoma are experiencing disparities.

One agency or community cannot “fix” this alone.

Source: https://www.okintheknow.org/wellness-county-profiles/

Oklahoma Inequity Hot Spots



Unifying Strategies: Toxic Stress to Tolerable Stress

Source: Harvard’s Center on the Developing Child



Request for Interagency Collaboration:
Supporting community-driven health efforts that address social determinants of health (SDOH) 

with peer support groups, especially in priority zip codes with high density “rising-risk” 
SoonerCare/Medicaid members



Unifying Themes for Interagency Collaboration



Shared Vision for Community Resilience and why it 
matters in addressing COVID-19 health disparities

Source: Dr. Wendy Ellis https://publichealth.gwu.edu/departments/redstone-center/resilient-communities

Realizing Recognizing Responding

https://publichealth.gwu.edu/departments/redstone-center/resilient-communities
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Source: Dr. Wendy Ellis https://publichealth.gwu.edu/departments/redstone-center/resilient-communities

https://publichealth.gwu.edu/departments/redstone-center/resilient-communities


Informing and Advancing Policies
to Strengthen Family and Community Well-being

Leveraging Public-Private Funding and Collaborations
to maximize quality resources and improve family outcomes

Promoting Cross-Sector Training with Community Coalitions
to increase shared understanding and communication

Coordinating Services with the family resource center framework
(ex. Community Hope Centers, Community Schools, FQHCs, etc.) 

Building Leadership Skills, Best Practices and Quality
with Community/Parent Advisory Councils, and Organizational Staff

Amplifying Diverse Community Voices with Lived Experience
by removing barriers for participation and co-creating solutions

Creating a Positive Ripple Effect:

Increasing Cross-sector Collaboration with Community Leaders



Interested in learning more? 

Email: info@publichealthok.org

Or visit:

https://publichealthok.org/county-health-improvement-organizations/
to complete a readiness assessment

mailto:info@publichealthok.org

